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SUB J : FORMER MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS CORTINA'S REPLY 
TO THE SECRETARY'S MESSAGE 

REF: SECTO 24065 

1. THERE FOLLOWS A FREE TRANSLATION OF FORMER MINISTER OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS CORTINA'S LETTER OF REPLY DATED DECEMBER 22 
TO THE SECRETARY'S MESSAGE TO HIM AT THE TIME THAT HE LEFT 
OFFICE. 

2. "DEAR MR. SECRETARY: 

I WAS VERY GRATEFUL FOR YOUR COMMUNICATION AT THE TIME 
OF MY LEAVING MY MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITIES. I AGREE WITH 
YOU THAT WE HAVE WORKED VERY POSITIVELY IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES AND I AM CERTAIN, 

AS ARE YOU, THAT WE HAVE ESTABLISHED THE BASES FOR A RELA- 
TIONSHIP WHOSE FUTURE COURSE WILL PERMIT THE STRENGTHENING 
OF THE COOPERATION AND FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN OUR TWO PEOPLES. 

FOR ME IT HAS BEEN AN INVALUABLE EXPERIENCE TO HAVE HAD THE 
OCCASION TO WORK TOGETHER. 

"WITH WARM FRIENDSHIP, 

PEDRO CORTINA". 
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